melliferous plants in Bulgaria are represented by 1010 species from 296 genera, 84 families and two phyla TASHEV, PANCHEVA, 2010. This represents 25,3% of the species, 31,7% of the genera and 54,9% of the families of the Bulgarian flora TASHEV, 2008.
Being an integral part of the plant kingdom, melliferous plants are charactrerized by different life-histories, different ecology and conservation status. The assessment of their conservation status is an important part of the modern concepts and practices for sustainable use of plant resources and conservation of plant diversity. Therefore, the aim of the present study was to characterize the conservation importance of the wild melliferous plants of Bulgarian flora. National and international documents were used for this assessment, with particular reference to the endemic taxa.
Material and Methods
In the determination of the national conservation status of the melliferous plants from the Bulgarian flora, we used the Red Data Book of Bulgaria, Volume I -Plants VELCHEV, 1984, Red Data Book of Bulgaria, Volume I -Plant and Fungi (Peev in press). We also used the national legislation treating the legal protection of the plant species BIODIVERSITY ACT; ANONYMOUS, 2002. Determination of the international status of the analyzed species is based on the Red List of Endangered Plants of IUCN WALTER, GILLETT, 1998 as well as on the "List of Rare, Endangered and Endemic Plants of Europe" LUCAS, 1983. We also used the CITES ANONYMOUS, 1973 and the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats called also Bern Convention ANONYMOUS, 1979. The Balkan and Bulgarian endemics were determined following Assyov and Petrova 2006. Table 1 shows that considerable part of meliferous plants of Bulgarian flora is important from conservation point of view and the species are included in the Red Data Book of Bulgaria, Volume I -Plants (Velchev 1984) . They are totally 112 species, or 11,1% of all species of this group. Among them with category "Rare" (R) are 78 species, and with category "Endangered" (EN) -34 species. In percents, compared to the whole number of melliferous plants of the Bulgarian flora, the distribution is as follows: 7,7% "Rare" and 3,4% "Endangered". When compared to the number of all wild melliferous plants, included in the Red Data Book of Bulgaria, 69,6% are "Rare" and 30,4% are "Endangered".
Results and Discussion
In the new edition of the Red Data Book of Bulgaria, Volume I -Plants and Fungi (Peev in press), the number of melliferous plants is reduced to 74 species (7,4%). This could be explained by the fact that many of the species included in the first edition of the Red Data Book (Velchev 1984) had category "Rare", which does not exist in the new edition. This is because it considers only IUCN threatened categories, i.e. "Extinct", "Critically Endangered", and "Endangered". A few species labeled as "Rare" in Velchev (1984) were included with the category "Vulnerable" in the Red List of Bulgarian vascular plants (Petrova and Vladimirov 2009) . The new edition of the Red Data Book of Bulgaria includes 43 species with the category "Endangered" (EN), which is 4,3% of all wild melliferous plants; "Critically Endangered" (CR) are 26 (2,6%) species, and "Vulnerable" (VU) are 5 (0,5%) species.
Comparison of the plant taxa in the two Red Data Book editions shows that 50 melliferous species are present in both of them. This means that in the period after the publication of the first edition (more than 25 years), 24 wild melliferous species have acquired conservation importance. Eighteen species were transferred from category "Rare" to category "Endangered"; 11 species from category "Rare" to category "Critically Endangered"; 2 species from category "Rare" to category "Vulnerable", and 5 species from category "Endangered" to category "Critically Endangered". This unequivocally means that the populations' status of the rare melliferous plants is getting worse. 
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Hieracium pilosissimum Friv.
Hieracium tommassinii Rchb.
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* Column 12 represents the number of different documents (Red lists, Red data books and different legislative documents) where the respective taxon is included Eighty-one (8%) species are protected by the Bulgarian legislation and they are included in the Appendix 3 of the Biodiversity Act from 2007.
Seventeen species (1,7%) are in the "European List of Rare, Endangered and Endemic Plants" (Lucas 1983) . It defines the National (BG) and European (EU) status of the species. According to the national status, 6 species are with category "Rare" (R), 3 species with category "Vulnerable" (VU), 2 species with category "Endangered" (E), 1 species with category "Undetermined" (I), and 2 species "neither Rare, nor Endangered". Accordingly to the European status 7 species are with category "Rare" (R), 3 species with category "Vulnerable" (V), 2 species with category "Undetermined", and 1 species with category "neither Rare, nor Endangered" (nt).
Eleven Thirty three species (3,3%) among the melliferous plants are Bulgarian endemics and 54 (5,3%) are Balkan endemics.
Conclusion
The data presented so far show that the melliferous plants of the Bulgarian flora amount 201 species from 71 genera and 36 families. This represents 20% of the species, 24,3% of the genera and 42,9% of the families with wild melliferous plants. With the highest conservation status among them are the Bulgarian endemics Primula deorum and P. frondosa, included in seven lists of conservation importance. The results outline the high conservation importance of the Bulgarian melliferous plants, both for the national and for the European flora.
